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RANCHSTYLE

You may be in the wilderness amid the elks, coyotes and cattle, but you won't be rough-
ing it at the Resort at Paws Up, which opened last June on 37,000 acres in western Mon-
tana. Part ranch, part lavish escape, the retreat has accommodations that vary from
luxury tents—just steps away from the Blackfoot River, made famous by Robert Red-
ford’s film A River Runs Through It—to spacious timber cabins surrounded by trees. Each
of the six tents is built for two and has down pillows and comforters, electricity and
works of art. A butler arrives to build your fire, make s'mores and tell tales. There's even
a saloon tent and a spa tent. Men’s and women'’s bathrooms are close by, and an outdoor
movie screen for those staying in “Tent City” provides entertainment if stargazing isn't
enough. The cabins, some adjoined and some freestanding, sleep from four to ten peo-
ple. Many have cowhide rugs, exposed beams, stone fireplaces and bathrooms with
heated granite floors. They also have decks with hot tubs, great for a soak after a day of
horseback riding, fly-fishing or clay shooting. At Pomp, one of the two restaurants at
Paws Up, guests dine on such creative fare as mesquite-smoked rib-eye steaks and
panko-crusted rattlesnake cakes. Tents $450 a night (available only in the summer), cabins
from $745 a night. 406-244-5200; 800-473-0601; pawsup.con. ~CAREN OSTEN GERSZBERG
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